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Species List - Cape Town Pelagics - Saturday, 13 June 2026 

 
Trip Highlights: Six Albatross species, Cape Petrels, Southern and Northern Giant Petrels, Soft-
plumaged Petrel and Southern Fulmars. 

 
 

 
 
 

A beautiful winter’s day at sea with Skipper Alan and a specific mission to find a trawler for filming 
purposes for the Albatross Task Force Group.  
 
We succeeded on all fronts and were treated to phenomenal numbers of birds – an absolutely 
spell-binding maelstrom of albatrosses, petrels and skuas. 
  
And we were lucky enough to get a number of rare species in amongst all those birds. Two young 
Wandering Albatrosses – still mostly in their brown plumage, a brief glimpse of a retreating 
Southern Royal Albatross and three Southern Fulmars.  
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The winter species were out in full force including the Cape Petrels and Prions. Photographs of 
prions were not obtained so I have presumed them to be Antarctic Prions based on geography.  
 

 
Pelagic species seen and approximate numbers: 

Wandering Albatross Diomedea exulans 2 

Southern Royal Albatross Diomedea epomophora 1 

Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta 1600+ 

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris 2000+ 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche carteri 4 

Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche chlororhynchos 1 

Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus 10 

Northern Giant Petrel Macronectes halli 6 

White-chinned Petrel Procelleria aequinoctialis 1000+ 

Soft-plumaged Petrel Pterodroma mollis 1 

Cape Petrel Daption capense 150 

Wilson’s Storm Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 10 

Southern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialoides 3 

Sooty Shearwater Ardenna grisea 1500+ 

Brown (Subantarctic) Skua Stercorarius antarcticus 8 

Antarctic Prion Pachyptila desolata 100 

 

Coastal species seen and approximate numbers: 

Cape Gannet Morus capensis 30 

Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 25 

Hartlaub’s Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 2 

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 8 

Bank Cormorant Phalacrocorax neglectus 20 

Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 60 

Crowned Cormorant Microcarbo coronatus 2 

African Penguin Spheniscus demersus 35 

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 30 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 2 

African oystercatcher Haemotopus moquini 2 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 

 
Marine mammals: 

Brown (Cape) Fur Seal Arctocephalus pusillus 20 

Humpback Whales Megaptera novaeangliae 2 
 

 

Species List: Cape Town Pelagics guide`:  Vanessa Stephen  
 

https://capetownpelagics.com/blog/personnel/vanessa-stephen/
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A message from Cape Town Pelagics: A huge thank you to our experienced skippers who are 
able to safely lead us to the best birding areas and skillfully manoeuvre the boat into just the 
best position while all on board are busy concentrating on the birds! Coordinating a pelagic trip 
over a year in advance with guests from all across South Africa and different countries around 
the world requires an organised office team. We thank them for their special eye for detail - and 
for the sometimes last-minute rearrangements and frustration if the weather delays the trip to 
another day! Our biggest thank-you is to our Cape Town Pelagics guides who take time out of 
their work, often involving seabirds and conservation, and time away from their families, to 
provide our guests with a world-class birding experience. Cape Town Pelagics donates all it profits 
to seabirds, and so all the participants who join the trip make a contribution towards bird 
research and conservation - a big thank you from all of us. 
 
 
 

   
 

 


