Trip Report - Cape Town Pelagics - Sunday, 2 November 2025

Trip Highlights: Southern Fulmar, Four species of albatross, Pintado Petrel, European Storm Petrel.

We departed from Simon’s Town harbour on Sunday 2" November, guided by Gabriel Jamie and
skippered by Anees. We headed out of the harbour and through False Bay seeing the expected coastal
species such as Sandwich and Greater Crested Tern.

On passing Cape Point and heading into the open ocean we had our first Cape Gannets, White-chinned
Petrels and Sooty Shearwaters of the trip. These were soon followed by our first Great Shearwaters
which would prove to be particularly numerous on the trip with hundreds present in the coastal waters
and around the trawlers.

As we approached the trawler, numbers increased dramatically and we added our first Shy and Black-
browed Albatrosses of the trip. We had timed our arrival perfectly and the trawler was just about to
start pulling in its catch as we arrived.



We found both Atlantic and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses bringing the total number of albatross
species up to four. Alongside were both Southern and Northern Giant Petrels, Brown (Subantarctic)
Skuas, Pintado Petrels and several Common Terns.
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As we scanned through the birds behind the trawler, we picked up the undoubted highlight of the trip
—a Southern Fulmar — an extremely late record for this species in Cape waters. The fulmar gave us a
couple of great fly-bys before later being seen sat on the water just metres from the boat.

Southern Fulmar

We continued to search through the flock for additional species, adding a single European Storm Petrel
which briefly flew past the boat. And then it was time to head back to False Bay, stopping en-route at
the Bank Cormorant colony at Partridge Point and also seeing African Penguins close to the Boulders
Beach. Overall, a great day out at sea with lifers for all clients!



Pelagic species seen with approximate numbers:

Brown (Subantarctic) Skua - 5
Kelp Gull - 20

Common Tern - 20

Greater Crested Tern -1
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross - 2
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 3
Shy Albatross - 100
Black-browed Albatross - 30
European Storm Petrel - 1
Southern Giant Petrel - 5
Northern Giant Petrel - 3
Southern Fulmar - 1

Pintado Petrel - 10
White-chinned Petrel - 100
Great Shearwater - 300

Sooty Shearwater - 20

Cape Gannet - 15

Coastal species:

Hartlaub’s Gull - 10

Kelp Gull - 10

Greater Crested Tern - 20
Sandwich Tern - 10

African Penguin - 10

Cape Cormorant - 100
White-breasted Cormorant - 50
Bank Cormorant - 20

Mammals:
Cape Fur seal

Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross

Black-browed Albatross
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Trip report & photos Cape Town Pelagics guide: Gabriel Jamie

A message from Cape Town Pelagics: A huge thank you to our experienced skippers who are able to
safely lead us to the best birding areas and skillfully manoeuvre the boat into just the best position
while all on board are busy concentrating on the birds! Coordinating a pelagic trip over a year in
advance with guests from all across South Africa and different countries around the world requires an
organized office team. We thank them for their special eye for detail - and for the sometimes last-
minute rearrangements and frustration if the weather delays the trip to another day! Our biggest thank
you is to our Cape Town Pelagics guides who take time out of their work, often involving seabirds and
conservation, and time away from their families, to provide our guests with a world-class birding
experience. Cape Town Pelagics donates all it profits to seabirds, and so all the participants who join
the trip make a contribution towards bird research and conservation - a big thank you from all of us.



https://capetownpelagics.com/blog/personnel/gabriel-jamie/

