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Trip Report - Cape Town Pelagics - Saturday, 18 October 2025 
 

Trip Highlights: Black-bellied Storm Petrels, Four species of albatross, Cape (Pintado) Petrel, Sabine’s 
Gull, Great Shearwater. 
 

 

 
We departed from Simon’s Town harbour on Saturday 18th September, guided by Gabriel Jamie and 
skippered by Alan. As we left the harbour, we saw several rafts of the Critically Endangered African 
Penguins bobbing on the water. As we reached Cape Point we picked up our first White-chinned 
Petrels of the trip. 
 
The journey out toward the trawling grounds was bumpy due to lingering winds from the previous day. 
Soon after passing Cape Point, we picked up our first Sooty Shearwaters, quickly followed by several 
Great Shearwaters. Great Shearwaters are currently numerous in our waters and proved to be one of 
the most frequently observed species of the trip. Continuing out to the trawling grounds we 
encountered more Great Shearwaters. As we neared the trawlers we were greeted to a large group of 
birds on the water. These included our first Shy and Black-browed Albatrosses of the trip along with a 
Pintado Petrel.  
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Great Shearwater                                                               Shy Albatross 
 
As we approached the trawler itself activity increased dramatically. A single Wilson’s Storm Petrel 
went past, and we then encountered the highlight of the trip – 4 or 5 Black-bellied Storm Petrels 
dancing daintily on the ocean waters some distance from the trawler. These birds are passage migrants 
in our waters and October the prime month to see them.  
 
 

 
     Black-bellied Storm Petrel 
 
Around the trawler were also both good numbers of Northern and Southern Giant Petrels including 
birds sat on the water side-by-side. As the trawler began to draw in its catch the activity increased even 
more and we now had our first Atlantic and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses of the trip along with a 
couple of Brown (Subantarctic) Skuas and a single Sabine’s Gull. It was great to encounter a mixture of 
winter (Pintado Petrel), summer (Sabine’s Gull) and passage (Black-bellied Storm Petrel, Great 
Shearwater) together in the same waters. One of the joys of an October pelagic. 
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After spending good time around the trawler we needed to return to shore. A much smoother journey 
than on the way out! We stopped at the Bank Cormorant colony at Partridge Point before continuing 
back to the harbour. Overall, an excellent day out at sea with all clients on board getting multiple lifers! 
 
 
 
Pelagic species seen with approximate numbers:  
Subantarctic (Brown) Skua - 2 
Sabine’s Gull - 1 
Common Tern - 100 
Greater Crested Tern - 100 
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross - 2 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross - 3 
Shy Albatross  - 50 
Black-browed Albatross  - 20 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel - 1 
Black-bellied Storm Petrel - 4-5 
Southern Giant Petrel - 5 
Northern Giant Petrel 5 
Cape (Pintado) Petrel - 10 
White-chinned Petrel - 400 
Great Shearwater - 100 
Sooty Shearwater - 40 
Cape Gannet - 5 
 
Coastal species: 
African Oystercatcher - 1 
Hartlaub’s Gull - 10 
Kelp Gull - 30 
Swift (Greater Crested) Tern - 100 
Sandwich Tern - 20 
African Penguin - 10 
Crowned Cormorant - 1 
Bank Cormorant - 20 
Cape Cormorant - 100 
White-breasted Cormorant - 30 
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 Shy Albatross 
 

 
 Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross 
 

 
 Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 

 
 Cape (Pintado) Petrel 
 

 
 Northern Giant Petrel 
 

 
 Subantarctic Skua 
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 Southern Giant Petrel 
 
 

 
 

 
  Great Shearwater 
 
 

 
Trip report Cape Town Pelagics guide:  Gabriel Jamie 
Photos: Mike O’Donoghue 
 
 
 
A message from Cape Town Pelagics: A huge thank you to our experienced skippers who are able to 
safely lead us to the best birding areas and skillfully manoeuvre the boat into just the best position 
while all on board are busy concentrating on the birds! Coordinating a pelagic trip over a year in 
advance with guests from all across South Africa and different countries around the world requires an 
organized office team. We thank them for their special eye for detail - and for the sometimes last-
minute rearrangements and frustration if the weather delays the trip to another day! Our biggest thank 
you is to our Cape Town Pelagics guides who take time out of their work, often involving seabirds and 
conservation, and time away from their families, to provide our guests  with a world-class birding 
experience. Cape Town Pelagics donates all it profits to seabirds, and so all the participants who join 
the trip make a contribution towards bird research and conservation - a big thank you from all of us. 
 
 
 

 

https://capetownpelagics.com/blog/personnel/gabriel-jamie/

