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Species List - Cape Town Pelagics - Saturday, 23 November 2024 
 
Trip Highlights: Four species albatross including both Indian & Atlantic Yellow-nosed, Northern & 
Southern Giant Petrel, Parasitic Jaeger, Humpback Whales & Dusky Dolphins. 
 
 

 
 

 
A Cape Town Pelagics seabird trip departed from Simon’s Town harbour guided by John Graham. 
Conditions were favourable, with predictions of a light to fresh westerly to south-westerly wind, 
reasonable, long period swells and clear skies. After a quick cruise southward through False Bay 
during which we saw three rafts of African Penguins of 20+ birds each off Boulders Beach, we 
rounded the Point and continued in a SSW’ly direction into an erratically bumpy, but quite 
manageable swell.  
 
The voyage southwards was unusually quiet, with smaller than normal shearwater movements in 
the coastal portion and a relatively uneventful transit to the trawling waters. The skipper located a 
working trawler - MV Flame Thorn - west of the Cape Canyon and some 28nM from the Point. 
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Having seen our first albatross - a Shy Albatross - as we approached the trawler, we then revelled in 
good numbers of tubenoses as she pulled her net and birds glutted on the fish scraps in the wake of 
the trawler. The vessel moved southwards rapidly once the net was up and so we remained in the 
vicinity searching through the remnant birds. 
 
Our voyage back northwards brought our first cetaceans of the day, with an excellent school of 
upwards of 50 Dusky Dolphins entertaining us all as they bow rode and leapt exuberantly in close 
proximity to the boat. We also saw two Humpback Whales well, shortly after having great views of 
Bank Cormorants off Partridge Point. 
 
Many thanks to the skipper, Alan, for a great day out, and to his support team for the excellent grub. 
 
 
Pelagic species seen and approximate numbers: 
Shy Albatross: c50 
Black-browed Albatross: c35 
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross: 2 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross: 1 
Northern Giant Petrel: c8 
Southern Giant Petrel: 1 
White-chinned Petrel: c150 
Sooty Shearwater: c50 
Cory’s Shearwater: c10 
European Storm Petrel: c30 
Subantarctic Skua: 2 
Parasitic Jaeger: c10 
Cape Gannet: c25 
 
Coastal species: 
Kelp Gull: 150+ at trawlers 
Sabines Gull: c25 
Common Tern: c250 
Greater Crested Tern: 50+ seen foraging in coastal waters 
Bank Cormorant: 25+ 
White-breasted Cormorant: c25 coastal 
Cape Cormorant: 100s, coastal 
African Penguin: 60+ 
African Oystercatcher: 5 
 
Marine mammals: 
Cape Fur Seal: common inshore and around trawlers 
Humpback Whale: 2 
Dusky Dolphin: 50+ 
 
 
 
Trip report: Cape Town Pelagics guide: John Graham 
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A message from Cape Town Pelagics: A huge thank you to our experienced skippers who are able to 
safely lead us to the best birding areas and skillfully manoeuvre the boat into just the best position 
while all on board are busy concentrating on the birds! Coordinating a pelagic trip over a year in 
advance with guests from all across South Africa and different countries around the world requires 
an organized office team. We thank them for their special eye for detail - and for the sometimes 
last-minute rearrangements and frustration if the weather delays the trip to another day! Our 
biggest thank you is to our Cape Town Pelagics guides who take time out of their work, often 
involving seabirds and conservation, and time away from their families, to provide our guests  with a 
world-class birding experience. Cape Town Pelagics donates all it profits to seabirds, and so all the 
participants who join the trip make a contribution towards bird research and conservation - a big 
thank you from all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


