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Trip Report - Cape Town Pelagics - Sunday, 15 September 2024 
 
Trip Highlights: Three species albatross including Indian Yellow-nosed, Soft-plumaged Petrel, Great-
winged Petrel, Great Shearwater, Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Brown Skua, and whales. 
 

 
 
Our route south along the False Bay coastline allowed us ample opportunities to pick up an excellent 
diversity of typical coastal species including African Penguins, Kelp and Hartlaub’s Gulls, Common 
and Great Crested Terns, and White-breasted and Cape Cormorants. The recent influx of Humpback 
Whales was on good display with multiple close views to be enjoyed.  
 
After stopping at Cape Point to radio the maritime safety station, we turned southwest towards the 
fishing grounds around the Cape Canyon. Once past the Point we quickly picked up our first of many 
White-chinned Petrels, Sooty Shearwaters and Cape Gannets. A little farther out the first albatross 
of the day: a juvenile Shy/White-capped, made a close pass. 
 
The fast running currents made for a choppy ride, but we managed to add both Black-browed and 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross to the list, before we reached a cluster of long-line fishing boats.  
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These vessels were surrounded by small rafts of birds, mainly White-chinned Petrels and Shy 
Albatrosses, with the addition of new trip birds like Cape/Pintado Petrels, Wilson’s Storm Petrels 
and Brown Skuas. A few fleeting views were had of passing Soft-plumaged and Great-winged 
Petrels and a lone Great Shearwater and Northern Giant Petrel. 
 
With the forecast northwester due to arrive in the afternoon, we headed back to coast and relative 
calm of False Bay where we picked up more Humpbacks and a pair of Southern Right Whales.  
 
The final birding highlight was a stop at Partridge Point where we visited the Bank Cormorant colony 
and Cape Fur Seal haul-out.    
 
Our final birding addition was a Crowned Cormorant roosting in the yacht basin.         
 
 
 
Bird species seen and approximate numbers: 
Shy/White-capped Albatross – 50 
Black-browed Albatross – 30 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross – 2 
Northern Giant Petrel – 1 
Sooty Shearwater – 50 
Great Shearwater - 1 
White-chinned Petrel – 500 
Pintado (Cape) Petrel – 25 
Soft-plumaged Petrel – 2 
Great-winged Petrel -1 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel - 15 
Cape Gannet – 50 
Brown (Sub-Antarctic) Skua – 10   
 
Coastal species:  
African Penguin – 5 (more onshore at Boulders) 
Kelp Gull – 100 
Hartlaub’s Gull - 7 
Great Crested Tern – 20 
Common Tern – 35 
White-breasted Cormorant – 21 (8 active nests) 
Cape Cormorant – c. 350 
Bank Cormorant – 41 (27 active nests)  
Crowned Cormorant – 1 
 
Marine mammal: 
Cape Fur Seal – abundant (coastal and pelagic)  
Humpback Whale – 9 
Southern Right Whale - 2 
 
 
Trip report: Cape Town Pelagics guide:  Vince Ward 
 
 

https://capetownpelagics.com/blog/personnel/vince-ward/
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A message from Cape Town Pelagics: A huge thank you to our experienced skippers who are able to 
safely lead us to the best birding areas and skillfully manoeuvre the boat into just the best position 
while all on board are busy concentrating on the birds! Coordinating a pelagic trip over a year in 
advance with guests from all across South Africa and different countries around the world requires 
an organized office team. We thank them for their special eye for detail - and for the sometimes 
last-minute rearrangements and frustration if the weather delays the trip to another day! Our 
biggest thank you is to our Cape Town Pelagics guides who take time out of their work, often 
involving seabirds and conservation, and time away from their families, to provide our guests  with a 
world-class birding experience. Cape Town Pelagics donates all it profits to seabirds, and so all the 
participants who join the trip make a contribution towards bird research and conservation - a big 
thank you from all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


